From Houston the Prime Minister and the Begum flew to
Orleans where, on 23 May, Liaquat Ali Khan addressed a joint
dinner meeting of the New Orleans Citizen/ Committee and the
New Orleans Branch of the Foreign Policy Association. The
dinner, at the Roosevelt Hotel, was presided over by Uoyd /.
Cobb, President of International House. In his speech to this
group, the Prime Minister emphasized the essential peacejulness
of his country and of his visit to the United States. His remarks
appear in considerably abridged form since they derive to some
extent from the ideas expressed in his Town Hall address of
8 May in New

MINE IS A MISSION OF PEACE
Since my arrival here I have already visited eight cities in your vast
land and have exchanged views with hundreds of friends. What I
have appreciated most of all in your vigorous and alert country,
second only to your hospitality, is your spirit of enquiry. The United
States of America has been known as the Land of Promise, the Land
of Opportunity. But I shall remember it most as the Land of Hos-
pitality and the Land of Interrogation. One of the many questions
that I have been asked is: "What is the purpose of your visit to the
United States of America?"
Well, in the first place, I am here because of the kind invitation
of your President. But for the magnetism of his welcome, I might
have found it difficult to be tempted to leave my country when there
is a great deal of work to be done there.
If, however, I were asked to assign a purpose to my visit, I should
like to say that my visit is a mission of peace.
Please do not misunderstand me. I do not mean that there are
any differences between our two countries that need to be ironed out.
On the contrary, since the birth of Pakistan our relations have been
more than friendly as that word is understood in diplomatic jargon
and we are looking forward to a long period of cordial relations.
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